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Heritage Preservation, the national organization dedicated to preserving our nation’s 

heritage, urges the Congress to restore the $4,519,000 that the President’s FY 2009 

budget cuts from the Division of Preservation and Access at the National Endowment for 

the Humanities (NEH).  This cut is to be implemented in large part by the elimination of 

grants for Stabilizing Humanities Collections, an important program that addresses 

critical issues for America’s museums, libraries, and archives.  Heritage Preservation asks 

the Congress to instruct the agency not to terminate or substantially reduce this program 

in FY 2009. 

 

The collections that embody the richness and diversity of our heritage are cared for by 

more than 30,000 archives, historical societies, libraries, museums, scientific research 

collections, and archaeological repositories (collecting institutions) in the United States.  

The Heritage Health Index, the first comprehensive survey of the condition and 

preservation needs of our nation’s collections, was published in 2005.  The survey results 

(at www.heritagehealthindex.org) found that 820 million objects in collecting institutions 

are at risk.  Among the survey’s findings: 

• 65% of our nation’s collecting institutions have experienced damage to 

collections due to improper storage. 

• 59% of institutions have the majority of their collections stored in areas too small 

to accommodate them safely and appropriately. 

• 53% of collecting institutions have had their collections damaged by moisture. 

• 59% of collecting institutions have had their collections damaged by light. 

• Only 44% of institutions have sufficient security measures in place. 

 

What can be done to save the nation’s collections from these dangers?  Museums, 

libraries, and other collecting institutions need to purchase proper storage containers and 

shelving that will protect fragile documents and artifacts from damage.  They need to 

install climate control that will prevent damage from light and humidity.  Security and 

fire suppression systems must be updated.   These are precisely the situations that grants 

for Stabilizing Humanities Collections are designed to address.   
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In recent years, NEH’s administration of this program has been exemplary. Collections 

throughout the country have received Stabilizing Humanities Collections grants that will 

help ensure the objects that tell the story of our nation survive for future generations. 

The Hancock Shaker Village in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, received $262,000 to 

purchase compact shelving and storage units to preserve artifacts that document Shaker 

history. 

The Museum of New Mexico Foundation in Santa Fe, New Mexico, received 

$501,449 for storage furniture and rehousing of artifacts related to state history. 

Cornell University in Ithaca, New York, received $240,686 to create a visual digital 

database of the museum’s holdings of Asian Art.  

Laura Ingalls Wilder Memorial Society in DeSmet, South Dakota, received $35,000 

for storage cabinets and shelving for artifacts related to the Little House on the Prairie 

books. 

The Virginia Historical Society in Richmond, Virginia, received $488,077 for 

shelving and rehousing archives of the state’s business history for the 18th through the 

20th centuries.  

The University of California, Berkeley, received $415,000 for its Bancroft library to 

provide and install climate control and storage for photograph collections and related 

materials on the American West. 

 

Despite the success of these projects, the findings of the Heritage Health Index tell us that 

millions more artifacts are at risk of mold because of moisture, at risk of fading because 

of exposure to light, at risk of breaking because of crowded storage conditions, and at 

risk of burning because of lack of fire suppression systems.  Sixty-three percent of 

collecting institutions need environmental controls, and 49% need reduced exposure 

to light.  Improvements to conditions for housing collections are among the most urgent 

needs cited by collecting institutions.   

 

Stabilization of Humanities Collections is the only federal grant program for 

conservation/preservation that funds upgrades or installations of security and fire 
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suppression systems for museums, libraries, and archives.  It is the only federal grant 

program for conservation/preservation that supports installation or purchase of HVAC 

systems for a collecting institution’s building.  Private funding for these critical behind-

the-scenes improvements is difficult to come by, but with the recognition of a grant from 

NEH, other donors have been more willing to contribute. 

 

Numerous museums and libraries with collections at risk are planning to submit 

applications to the NEH’s October 1, 2008, deadline for Stabilizing Humanities 

Collections.  Successful proposals are quite demanding and require extensive time and 

planning.  If institutions believe this program will be eliminated, they are not likely to 

start the process of preparing an application.  Heritage Preservation asks the 

subcommittee to signal its support for the program expeditiously, so that both the NEH 

and its applicants can plan accordingly.   

 

The President’s FY 2009 budget also calls for a reduction of $2,249,000 in NEH’s 

Challenge Grants program.  These grants have led to stable funding for a number of 

activities related to preserving America’s collections, including renovation of the 

research library at the Maine Historical Society; renovations, including climate control, at 

the Pilgrim Hall Museum; and endowment for graduate students in conservation at the 

University of Delaware.  Each Challenge Grant requires a substantial match in non-

federal funding—funding that might not have been forthcoming without the challenge.  

Heritage Preservation asks the subcommittee to restore this funding to Challenge Grants. 

 

“Providing a safe environment and proper care for collections is a fundamental 

responsibility of all institutions and individuals who care about our heritage.”  This 

statement from the Heritage Health Index report applies to us all, including Heritage 

Preservation, the National Endowment for the Humanities, and the Congress.  By 

ensuring that adequate resources are available for preserving collections, we can help 

fulfill this fundamental responsibility. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


