Heritage Emergency National Task Force 
Summary of Conference Call on July 29, 2010

Heritage Preservation convened a hurricane preparedness conference call, hosted by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, for members of the Heritage Emergency National Task Force on July 29, 2010. Representatives from Gulf Coast state historic preservation and regional FEMA offices also participated. The 2010 hurricane season is expected to be unusually active, with six to eight hurricanes predicted before the end of November. The goal of the call was to discuss current preparedness efforts, review the Task Force protocol for major events, and identify information resources on contaminants and cultural resources, a special concern because of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill.  

FEMA Update
John Ketchum, FEMA’s Historic Preservation Officer, reported that the agency may face some challenges because of the expected severity of the season coupled with the oil spill, which has raised interesting legal, practical, and scientific issues. In terms of historic and cultural resources, FEMA is primarily focused its Section 106 compliance responsibilities. Programmatic Agreements have been executed in Louisiana and Texas, and are currently being finalized in Mississippi. Negotiations for similar agreements are still taking place in Alabama and Florida. He noted that federal resources had been stretched thin because of deployments for the oil spill, and more assistance may be needed from state and local sources to handle a major event. 

ESF-11 Update
Jane Yagley with the Department of the Interior is the National Coordinator for Natural, Cultural, and Historic Resources (NHC) within Emergency Support Function # 11 (ESF-11) of the National Response Framework. She noted that almost every state has experienced high summer temperatures, creating increased risks of major fires this fall in addition to the hurricanes. The nine bureaus supporting ESF-11 have gathered to discuss how to meet potential needs during the hurricane season. Department of the Interior staff have been participating in FEMA exercises to evaluate contingency plans, which revealed that cultural emergency staff are limited in response capabilities if they are not HAZMAT trained. ESF-11 staff is also working on a new public Web site that will focus on how state and local communities can find available resources in an emergency. A notice will be sent to the Task Force when the site is live. 

Task Force Protocol Review
Jane Long, Vice President of Emergency Programs with Heritage Preservation, reviewed the Heritage Emergency National Task Force’s protocol for responding to regionwide, presidentially declared disasters. Heritage Preservation coordinates and disseminates information on behalf of the Task Force and works to gather reliable information about specific damage and needs. Heritage Preservation maintains the Task Force’s Web site where it posts information on recent disasters, offers an online reporting tool to report damage, provides a list of appropriate state agencies with information and resources, and sends emails about available resources to those affected by the disaster. When appropriate, Heritage Preservation arranges conference calls for the Task Force and provides response and recovery resources to local media outlets. 

Information on Oil and Cultural Heritage
Mary Striegel, from the National Center for Preservation Technology and Training (NCPTT), discussed NCPTT’s investigations into how oil affects cultural heritage sites and materials. There are four different oil types, and for each NCPTT is studying how to prevent, minimize, and remove contamination. There is not much information on the subject, but the Pratt Museum in Alaska was able to provide some useful resources from their experiences with the Exxon Valdez spill. Historic structures in the affected areas should develop a contamination component for their hurricane contingency plans.  

It was noted that while physical barriers are currently preventing contamination, they will be ineffective during a hurricane. Four different chemical repellants that meet the Secretary of the Interior’s standards are currently being tested by NCPTT staff to evaluate if they are appropriate for use with cultural heritage sites. NCPTT is also working with the Environmental Protection Agency to test oil cleaners that will not have an adverse impact on the surrounding waterways.

Dr. Striegel noted that working groups within the American Institute for Conservation of Art and Historic Works (AIC) have been reviewing literature on oil and archaeological resources, but information is scarce. AIC has posted online links for National Institute of Health information for people who come in contact with oil. Ann Hitchcock from the National Park Service cited a bibliographic resource about the impact of waterborne contaminants on archaeological sites. Heritage Preservation will assemble a general-information resource list on contaminants and cultural heritage and post it on the Task Force Web page. 

State Preparedness News
At the time of the call, no serious damage from contaminants to cultural heritage sites or artifacts had been reported, although state historic preservation offices have been vigilant. For example, Florida’s State Historic Preservation Office has developed a training video for volunteers detailing how to handle cultural heritage materials during clean up operations. Ken P’Pool, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer  for Mississippi reported that his office has established a gulf coast office so that staff are in a better position to respond during hurricane season. All the state representatives believe that the Section 106 programmatic agreements recently signed or being negotiated will improve response and recovery efforts.

Heritage Preservation President Larry Reger adjourned the call with the hope that “we make it through the hurricane season without the need for another call.”



